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feeling plays some part in the views of the American people
about: the outside world. Negroes care about Abyssinia. The
Irish dislike of England is not what it was, but it has not
completely disappeared, American Poles are less likely to
believe ail that the intellectuals tell them about Russia than
are American Czechs. And politicians know all this, have to
allow for all this. It may make them despair of Europe,
where there are no skilled manipulators to adjust the amour
propre of competing racial groups. But although they may
despair of doing anyrhing with the warring nations of the old
world, they at least do not believe that the day of nationalism
is over. They know it is not over in Chicago and they
reasonably doubt if it is over in Prague or Warsaw. But in
the meantime, they go on with their indispensable job of
making minor concessions, often very formal concessions,
sometimes corrupt concessions, but all helping to turn Polish-
Americans and German-Americans into good Americans and
reliable voters.
Congress and the State legislature have their quota of
members who represent special interests. These politicians
may not have any wide general views. They are far more
likely, for instance, to share the feelings of the small and
middling businessmen than those of the executives of the great
corporations. The "Managerial Revolution" has not yet
'reached Congress, where the pleasing semi-fiction of the
career of economic independence being open to all has still
many believers. But all of them got to Congress by having
something that the voters wanted and what the voters wanted,
while it is often not what Aristotle would have prescribed, is
not to be neglected all the same. That the American people
in some regions choose the spokesmen they do is regrettable,
but it is a fact to be deplored, but not ignored. It is not even
certain that it is so often something to be deplored.
But there is one region where racial and historical
disunion is always a problem, the cause of other problems, and
at moments, the cause of a feeling of despair which, in face of
any other American failure, would be premature and absurd.
The South is what the poor, feud-ridden, historically
unfortunate countries of the borderlands between Germany and
Russia are in Europe. It is poor, it is backward, its private
troubles irritate the rest of an optimistic people. It has its